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AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE REPUBLIC CF LEBANON AND THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND
CONCERNING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
THE IMF RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE

The First Party, the government of the Republic of Lebanon (hereinafter “Lebanon”), and the Second Party,
the Intern:tional Monetary Funi (hereinafter “IMF"), jointly hereinafter referred to as the "Parties,”

REFERRING to the Articles of Agreement of the IMF of 1945, as amended, in particular Article IX on the
IMF's statis, immunities and prvileges (hereinafter referred to as “Articles of Agreement");

ACKNOWLEDGING that the le jal instruments mentioned above shall remain the governing and
applicable rules, and that this agresment (hereinafter referred to as “the Agreement”) shall in no way limit
the scope f application of such instruments;

WHEREAS the IMF has decided to establish a Resident Representative Office (hereinafter referred to as
the “Office') in Beirut with the irtent of strengthening its field presence and expanding engagement with
local autho-ities;

AND DESIRING to define the status, privileges and immunities of the Office in Lebanon as set forth in the
IMF Articles of Agreement and to enable the IMF to fulfill its purposes and functions in Lebanon, the Parties
have agreec as follows:

Article 1 Legal Personality
Section 1. Lebanon shall undertake to facilitate the establishment and operaifon of the Office in Bei;.ﬁt.
Section 2. The Office will be zri office of the IMF and shall r;ot have a legal personality separate from
that of the IMF.
Article 2 Officials and Employees of the Office
Section 1. The Office will coiprise one Resident Representative, a team of support employees, and

such other persor nel that may be assigned by the IMF, all of whom will be employees of
the IMF, hereinaftir referred to as ‘IMF Employees.”

(1) The IMF will appoint an IMF staff member to serve as the Resident Representative.

(2) The IMF wiill select and appoint the team of support employees on such terms as
the IMF may deer appropriate, to reflect the needs of he Office.

(3) The IMF may appoint such other officials as appropriate or necessary to support
the Office in condusting its operations and to assist the Resident Representative in carrying
out his or her funct ons.

(4) The IMF st all provide Lebanon (the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants) with
a list of the names anc titles of all IMF personnel serving in an official capacity on Lebanese
territory., This list st all not include personnel entering or transiting Lebanon in their private
capacity (e.g., as tcurists). The IMF shall update this list regularly as necessary.,

Article 3 Premises of the Office

Section 1. The premises of the: Office shall be inviolable and shall be under the sole control and
<l




Section

Section .

Section 1,

Section 2.

Section 1.

authority within Lebanon, whether administrative, judicial, legislative or military, may enter
the Office to serform any duties except with the consent of, and under conditions approved

Lebanon shal take all appropriate measures to protect the Office and IMF Employees
against any irtrusion or damage and to prevent any disturbance in the Office of law and
arder, including any form of violence, criminal activity, and attacks involving explosive and
incendiary de\jces, If requested by the IMF or the Resident Representative, Lebanan shall
provide a suffiziant number of police for the maintenance or restoration of law and order in

Lebanon shall tzke all appropriate measures to facilitate the acquisition (whether by
purchase, lease or any other means) by the IMF of premises suitable for the Office's
operations, and to ensure that the Office is supplied with the necessary public utilities and

Article 4 Property and Taxation

The IMF, its assets, property, income, operations and transactions shall be exempt from all
taxes and custons duties, including minimum customs duties, the domestic excise tax, the
value-added tax, and municipal taxes, In particular, as part of the IMF, the Office shall be
exempt from the fo'lowing categories of taxes, duties, charges, levies or obligations: i

(3) Obligations fo collect or make Payments or contributions to state pensions, national
health insurance plans, social security accounts or equivalent schemes, whether in respect
of the IMF as the eriployer or for its employees,

of goods or articles including motor vehicles, equipment, supplies, technical material and
publicatiops, intendisd for its official use, after consulting the responsible ministries and
administrations to wich the exemption petitions were made in a timely way.

Article 5 Privileges and Immunities of the IMF/Office

The IMF, its properts and assets, wherever located and by whomsoever held, shall enjoy
2‘ -




Section 1.

Section

Section ¢

Section 5.

Section 6

Section 1.

immunity from every form of judicial process. This immunity shall include immunity from any
type of legal process in respect of personnel matters involving IMF employees. The IMF's
internal employment framework shall govern exclusively in all matters relating to employment
relations concerning IMF employees in Lebanon. Any dispute arising between the IMF and
its employees <hall be resolved through the dispute resolution mechanisms of the IMF, which
shall have excl Isive jurisdiction over such personnel matters.

The property :inc assets of the IMF, wherever located, shall be immune from search,
requisition, appropriation, confiscation, expropriation or any other form of seizure, whether
by executive, administrative, Judicial or legislative action.

The archives of tha IMF, and in general all documents belonging to it or held by it, shall be
inviolable, wher sver located in Lebanon,

All correspondence and other official communications to and from the Office shall not be
subject to censcrsh ip or any other form of interception or interference in Lebanon.

The Office shall 1ave the right to use a diplomatic pouch for the sending and receipt of official
correspondence or other items for official use.

Without being restricted by any financial controls, regulations or moratoria of any kind, the
IMF may, in Leb:non. freely:

(1) purchase, hold and dispose of any funds, gold or currency of any kind and manage
accounts in any currency; -

! o
(2) transfe its funds, gold or currency to or from any other country or within Lebanon
and convert any currency held by it into any other currency.

Article 6 Privileges and Immunities of IMF Employees

IMF Emplayees 2 1d any other IMF officials while on mission in Lebanon or in transit therein,
regardless of their nationality, shall enjoy the following privileges and immunities:

(1) Immunity from legal process with respect to words spoken or written and all acts
performed by then in their official capacity;

(2) Exemption from all taxes and other levies and from mandatory charges on or in
respect of salaries and emoluments paid by the IMF, such as contributions to medical and
pension schemes, and where applicable, benefit from the right of refund of the value-added
tax;

(3) Immunity’ from arrest or detention, except the cases of flagrant delicto, and from
seizure of their per:onal belongings;

(4) The sam2 privileges in respect of exchange facilities as are accorded to officials
of comparable rank of diplomatic missions:

(5) The sami repatriation facilities in time of international crises, together with their
dependents and members of their household staff, as are accorded to officials of comparable
rank of diplomatic niissions: fa e on




Section 2.

Section 3.

Section 4,

Sectlion 5.

Section 6,

Section 7.

Section 8.

(6) Immunity, together with their Spouse, dépendents and members of thejr household
staff, from immigration restrictions and alien registration requirements: and

(7) Exenr ption, for them and their family members as communicated under Section 3

other employees of the IMF who are nationals of Lebanon be called up for national service,
Lebanon shall, st the request of the IMF, grant a temporary deferment to the called-up
employees as m iy be necessary to avoid disruption of essential Operations,

The IMF shall communicate to Lebanon, and pericdically update, the names, and titles if
available, of the Reasident Representative and IMF Employees and of their spouse,
dependents and rniembers of their household staff, to whom the provisions of this Agreement
are applicable,

appointed to the Offce.

The appropriate aulhorities in Lebanon shall provide the Resident Representative and non-
1ational IMF Employees assigned to the Office, as identified by the IMF pursuant to Arlicle
6, Section 3 with a special identification card which will serve to identify the card holder to

Upon taking up their posts, the Resident Representative and any other non-national IMF
=mployees assignec' to the Office shall have the right to import — for personal use and free
of duty and other cheirges, including but not limited to exemption from the minimum customs
duty, domestic excise tax and value-added tax in respect of the import and export of
1ousehold goods and personal effects — their household goods and personal effects
including a motor vetjcle. Lebanon shall grant such vehicles the same type of registration as
(hat issued for vehiclas of diplomatic missions accredited in the Republic of Lebanon, which
illows their identifica jon as vehicles belonging to officials or employees of an international

arganization,

The spouses and dependents of the Resident Representative and any other non-national
IMF Employees assigned to the Office shall have the right to take up paid employment in
Lebanon, in accordan ze with the prevailing local rules and regulations.

The privileges, immunities, exemptions and facilities accorded under this Agreement are

granted in the interest of the IMF and not for the personal benefit of the individuals

themselves. The IMF shall take appropriate measures ta ensyre“that “the_privileges,
e Fgplig N
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repetition occurs,
Article 7 Final Provisions

Section 1, This Agreement shall enter into force and become final upon its signature by both parties
and its ratificaticn dy Lebanon in accordance with applicable procedures. Lebanon shall,
within its territory take the Measures necessary to implement the Provisions stipulated in this
Agreement, and shall inform the IMF of the details of the Mmeasures it has taken,

Section 2. None of the prov sions of this Agreement shall be construed as modifying or amending the -
IMF Articles of Agreement, or impairing or limiting the rights, immunities, privileges or
exemptions provided for or specified in the IMF Articles of Agreement.

Section 3.

Section 4, This Agreement ir ay be amended by consent of the Parties. The amendments shall come

government notifies the IMF that the legai_grocedures required for the amendments
into force have been completed, - b

Section 5. This Agreement stall be executed in four originals, two in English and two in Arabic, with

both versions being equally authentic, In case of divergence bétween the two versions, the
English version shzl| prevail,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the repiesentatives duly authorized thereto, have signed this Agreement.

Done this H__ ""‘_w feith cf _ ﬂCJ _13
For Lebanon: For the IMF:
I ?M\:
Minister of For;.;igrg Affairs and Emicrants Managing Director
Youssef Rajji Kristalina Georgieva
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