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AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE LEBANESE REPUBLIC
AND

THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF RED CROSS AND RED
CRESCENT SOCIETIES

CONCERNING THE LEGAL STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL
FEDERATION IN LEBANON
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{| Federation and its personnel on the territory of Lebanon.

- g. “the Parties” means the Government and the International Federation, jointly;

- by the XXV" International Conference of the Red Cross (Geneva, 1986), according to which
| the general objective of the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies

4 of Red Cross or Red Crescent National Societies.

- Federation of its Regional Delegation in Lebanon, with the purpose of coordinating its
| humanitarian assistance in Lebanon and MENA, -

“The Government 6f thie Lebanese Republie, on the one hand, and the Iitternational Federation |8
‘of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, on the other hand, heréinafier teferted to as “The |§
}ij_&ll'ties”, K

RECALLING the Statutes of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, adopted

is “to inspire, encourage, facilitate and promote at all times all forms of humanitarian activities

by the National Societies, with a view to preventing and alleviating human suffering and |
thereby contributing to the maintenance and the promotion of the peace in the world”, its
functions concerning in particular relief in case of disaster and assistance to the development

The Government of the Lebanese Republic WELCOMES the establishment by the International { i

NOTING the common will of the Parties to specify the legal status of the International I

And CONSIDERING it is necessary to conclude a formal agreement to determine this Jegal,
status and to provide for the effective operation thereof, COUTE

HEREBY AGREE as follows:

TITLE I

GENERAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 1

DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of the present Agreement:

a. "the Agreement" means the present Agreement;

b. “the State” means the Lebanese Republic;

c. “the Government” means the Government of the Lebanese Republic;
d. “the Territory” means the territory of Lebanon;

e. “the Competent Authority” means the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants;

f. “the International Federation” means the International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies;

h. “the Secretary General” means the Secretary General of the International F ederation of the
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies;

i, “the Delegation” means any office that the International Federation may open on the Lebanese
Territory, including but not limited to regional office, country cluster support teams and sub-
delegations;

J. “the Head of Delegation” means the highest officer of the Delegation, or the persen officially
acting on his/her behalf in his/her absence; L L?\\
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. “this DQiugawg e the uffls lwﬁi the Thterantional Fedeirtion assi.g_i-lct! b undartale thw
uties in the Delegtion, ‘with the exception of staff loeally employed;
[ “the staff Al'cieajli’iy employed” means the administrative and technical staff recruited by the
: ) among nationals of the State or people permanently

m. “the members of the Delegation” means the Head of Delegation,

the Delegates, and the staff
| locally employed.

| ARTICLE 2
§ || APPLICABILITTY OF THIS AGREEMENT AND ITS PROVISIONS.

EE | 1. The provisions under Titles I and II of this Agreement will apply from the date of the Wrmen
I notification by the Government to the International Federation ¢

oncerning the completion of
i the legal procedures necessary for its entry into force.

| 2. The provisions under Title III of this Agreement will apply, after the ratification of the

| Agreement, as soon as the Secretary General informs the Competent Authority of his/her will
§| to open a Delegation on the Territory.

L #i Should the Delegation be closed for any reason, the closing date will be communicated in due
| time by the Secretary General to the same authority, and the provisions of Title II of this
#| Agreement shall become dormant. At such time as the Secretary General informs the Competent

| Authority of his/her will to re-open the Delegation, the provisions of Title III of this Agreement
1| shall again apply without modification. '

ARTICLE 3
IMPLEMENTATION MEASURES
1. The Government shall take all necessary - measures o secur

e the implementation of the
provisions of this Agreement. It shall inter alia issue the appropriate instructions to ail the public
authorities concerned.

2. The Secretary General will take all necessary measures to ensure that the International I

Federation, its representatives and staff, including the members of the Delegation, will comply
with the provisions of the Agreement.

ARTICLE 4 ‘
INTERPRETATION AND DISPUTE SETTLEMENT

1. Any matter not provided for in the Agreement shall be decided in accordance?
Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United N
with general principles of international law.

with the
ations of 1946, or in accordance

2. Any difference concerning the interpretation or application of the Agreement which is not
settled by negotiation, may, at the request of one of the Parties, be submitted to an arbitral
tribunal composed of three members, including one member serving as chair.

The Government and the International Federation will each designate one member of the
arbitral tribunal; the arbitrators so designated will nominate a third arbitrator who will act as

. I

X - .'f % I m; = ,%‘ i
| COPIE CONFORME 152\58 ;s



VR IE VAR ST | b et

B T

TR

R i o P P

R = 7 D3 i T

T AN AN e e T

the chair. If one of the Parties fails to appoint an arbitrator within 60 days after an invitation
from the other Party to make such an appointment, or if these two arbitrators should fail to agree
on the third arbitrator within 60 days of their appointment, the President of the Internaticnal
Court of Justice may make any necessary appointments at the request of either Party. The

i! ARTICLE 5

AMENDMENTS

' §i| Changes and amendments to this Agreement may be achieved through an exchange of letters

between the Parties.

ARTICLE 6
TERMINATION

This Agreement shall remain ifi force unless terminated by either Party by written notice. It
shall cease to be in force six months after the date of the receipt of such notice by the other

Party.

S| TITLE I

4| PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE ° STATUS OF THE INTERNATIONAL |{
 FEDERATION

ARTICLE 7

: 88| LEGAL PERSONALITY OF THE INTERNATIONAL F EDERATION

1 1. The State recognizes the international legal personality of the International Federation, the
| mandate of which is laid down in the Statutes of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent
| Movement, adopted by the X3V International Conference of the Red Cross (Geneva, 1986).

{ 2. In order to exercise its functions and to fulfil] its purposes, the International Federation shall

possess, on the Territory, legal personality with the full capacity to contract, to acquire and

Alispose of immovable and movable property in accordance with the laws concerning acquisition
1 of properties by foreigners as applicable to international organizations, and enjoy the right to

litigation.

: '3 The International Federation, on the Territory, shall enjoy subject to the provisions of this
S8 Agreement, treatment not less favorable than that accorded to the accredited missions of
|88 ‘Intergovernmental organizations. i

) / | COPif Z NFORME




i#| ARTICLE 8

FREEDOM OF ACTION AND
FEDERATION

I. The International Federation shall be free to carr
May be necessary fo

C'onstitution and wit
{’rescent Movement.

h the Fundamental Principle

2. On the territory, the Internatio
National Society and in conformit
this Agreement.

y with the laws of that coun

{ 3. The International Federat
dll times of the Red Cross a

L} ARTICLE 9
H pACILITIES

ion, its officials and office
nd Red Crescent emblems.

ARTICLE 10

| LOGISTICS REQUIREMENTS

{8 ARTICLE 11
{ IREEDOM OF FINANCIAL TRANSACTIONS

4 Without being restricted b
1 Inlernational Federation:

Lb. Shall be free to transfer its
4 i to convert any currency

funds or currency within the Territo

held by it into any other

SCOPE OF OPERATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL

y out, on the Territory,
r the exercise of its humanitarian mission, in confor
s of the International R

nal Federation shall act thro

bearers shall be entitled to make use at

programs within the country or in any other country,
¢ laws of the host country shall be observed.

y financial controls, regulations or moratoria of any kind, the

;z‘i‘ May hold any funds or currency of any kind and operate accounts in any currency;

such activities as
mity with its own
ed Cross and Red

ugh or in agreement with the
try, to the extent compatible with

and

ry, from one country to another

currency. '”uj“:\\\
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ARTICLE 12
| TAX EXEMPTIONS

all forms of direct or indirect t i i )
No. 114 of 7/12/199] (granti
which are, in fact no mo

B8 ARTICLE 13
BB LXEMPTION FROM CUSTOMS DUTIES

¥ 4, The International Federation shall be o
H Hghting and parking fees,
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communications equipment and to use mobile equipment on the Territory, with consent of the,
State and shall be exempt from licensing fees and aj] other related fees and charges, : 1

The International Federation shall use the frequencies assigned to it for this purpose by the 4
relevant authority of the Government, in accordance with Resolution 10 (Rev, WRC-2000) of |
the International Telecommunication Union. 1

idiviae

media, both printed and broadcasted,

4. The International Federation shal] have the right to dispatch and receive correspondence by |
courier or in sealed bags, which shall have the same immunities and privileges as diplomatis
{ couriers and bags. The bags shall be properly marked with the emblem of the Red Crogs and |8
Red Crescent accompanied by the name of the International Federation. ;

4. No censorship shall be applied to the official correspondence and ather official
communications of the International F ederation.

ARTICLE 15

OFFICE BEARERS

21 1. The officers and office bearers of the International Federation, holding the International
i1 I'ederation identity card, shall enjoy:

2) Personal inviolability;

¢) Exemption from taxation in respect of the salaries and emolumenis paid to theth by the
[nternational Federation or received by them from outside the Territory in general:

d) Exemption, together with their spouses and dependent family menibers, from |

immigration restrictions and alien registration; the Government ‘will provide them free of |
charge and as quickly as possible the appropriate Identification card and other visas-and (B
hecessary certificates; R ¢

¢) The same privileges in respect of exchange facilities ag are acoorded to officialy of
comparable rank of missions of intergovernmental organizations; - & ¥

| p) Freedom of movement and travel;

(5 11 addition to the status specified in paragraph 1 of the present article, the President and the
twletary General of the Internationa__l Federation or any office bearer op official acting on their
el during their absence front dufy; shall be accorded in respect {o themselves, their gpouse
il 1ependent family mengtjbr’s_;.tﬁeﬂﬁtp}ln ﬁes, facilities, exemptions and privilege E

Aathe International Law, * 7 SRR
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| authority in a due time before the arrival in order for consideration.

1111 addition to the above-mentioned privileges and immunities, the Head of Delegation, his/tier | -
| Peputy and their spouses, other relatives and dependent family members shall benefit fror the |§

“immunities, facilities, exemptions and privileges according to International Law.

L S T,
e vy

{ ficcessary.

B! ARTICLE 16

-

3. The letter of accreditation of the Head of Delegation, shall be presented to the relevait - |

4. The Head of Delegation and the Delegates shall enjoy:
a) immunity from personal arrest or detention and from seizure of their personal baggage;

b) in respect of words spoken or written and all acts done by them in their official capacity 1t

as representatives, immunity from legal process of every kind even after they have left the b
service of the Delegation— this immunity from jurisdiction will include the exemption to {
testify on facts that they might have learned due to the exercise of their functions;

¢) inviolability of private residences, vehicles, documents, manuscripts and all othsy o
personal effects; 5

d) exemption from taxation in respect of the salaries and emoluments paid to them by the i
International Federation or received by them from outside the Territory in general; B

e) Exemptions, together with their spouses and dependent family members, from |8

immigration restrictions and alien registration; the Government will provide them fiee of
charge and as quickly as possible the appropriate travel documents and other visas and

necessary certificates;

f) the same privileges in respect of exchange facilities as are accorded to officials of. | ft
comparable rank of missions of intergovernmental organizations;

g) together with their spouse and dependent family members » the same repatriation facilities
in time of national or international crisis as officials of comparable rank of missions of L#.

intergovernmental organizations:
h) freedom of movement and travel;

i) the right to import free of duty their furniture and personal effects, including v.ehicles,.at .
the time of first taking up their post in the country. Such exemptions shall also be availed |#

J) exemption from national service obligations.

ATUS OF REPRESENTATIVES OF MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL [f
HILRATION |
€FI§EL.::".\,ntatives of the Red Cross and Red Creseent member national societics of the |
S — . _ L § : he | §
i'l‘L‘}"lm:i'gJ|1.al Federation in regards to meetings convened by the [lllﬁi’l’iﬂ’fml'ml/].‘?,d_{ml_g\n: on the

i1
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Territory shall, while exercising their funetions and during their journeys to and from the place
of meeting, enjoy the privileges and immunities granted to other missions of intergovernmental
organization staff from the similar rank, participating in meetings organized on the Territory.

€| ARTICLE 17
EXPERTS ON MISSIONS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION

lixperts, other than delegation officials, performing missions for the International Federation,
shall be accorded the privileges and immunities granted tc others intergovernmental
otganization’ s staff during the mission time. Fees and compensations paid to consultants and
Cxperts who are not IFRC official staff remain subject to taxation.

ARTICLE 18
WAIVER OF PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES

=8 |. The immunities, facilities, exemptions and privileges set out in this agreement are accorded
&1 not for the personal benefit ofthe individuals themselves, but in order to safeguard the effective
£ | cxcrcise of their humanitarian mission in strict compliance with the Fundamental Principles of

i1 the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

3 2. The Secretary General (or any official acting on his/her behalf during his/her absence from
thuty) shall have the right and the duty to waive the immunity of any person concerned in any

: H case where, in the opinion of the Secretary General, the immunity would impede the course of
{8 | justice and can be waived without prejudice to the interests of the International Federation,

1 ARTICLE 19

{ IMMUNITY OF THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION, ITS PROPERTY AND
8| ASSETS

%1 The International Federation, its property and assets, including its vehicles, wherever located
§ fnd by whomsoever held, shall enjoy immunity from every form of legal and administrative
process, except insofar as in any particular case the Secretary General has expressly waived this
§ Immunity.

t{ ARTICLE 20

. INVIOLABILITTY OF INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION PREMISES, PROPERTY,
1 ASSETS, AND ARCHIVES

o el .‘_‘,MW;M:IP:FW:H?;WWMW?J i
e etk e . A b : s

L. The premises of the International Federation shall be inviolable. The property and assets of
4 fhe International Federation, wherever located and by whomsoever held, shall be immune from
i _kenrch, requisition, confiscation, expropriation, and any other form of interference, whether by
theculive, administrative, judicial, or legislative action.

ey e AR
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‘The archives of the In'terna‘tional Federation, and in general all documents belonging to it or
eld by it, shall be inviolable wherever located.
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BB Information concerning the end of the functions of the members of the Delegatién will be |

:
1
i
i
|
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8| TITLE 1
#| PROVISIONS CONCERNING

|
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E| ARTICLE 22

; t The Secretary General shall communicate the name of the Head of Delegation and other high-

Bl subject to accreditation by the appropriate authority.

& { ‘{11 order to issue an identification card.

b "

J, Therefore, the Secretary General or any official acting on his/her behalf during his/her _I:
§ iibsence from duty, shall have the right to waive the immunity of the above-mentioned mexbers B!

T T R e B O S e T T S e T T e e TS

THE STATUS OF THE DELEGATION

|| ARTICLE 21
} FUNCTIONS OF THE DELEGATION

{1 1. The Delegation shall be based in Beirut and can be in any othez place of the country, subject
1 to the consent of the appropriate authority; according to the needs and may be used to cover
| regional and zonal activities and responsibilities in accordance with the laws of the host country.

| MEMBERS OF THE DELAGATION

1 tunking officers of the Delegation to the appropriate authority as soon as they take up their post,

fransmitted in the same conditions.

E T'he Head of Delegation shall also inform the name and the status of the locally-employed staff

| ARTICLE 23 _
{ ¥TATUS OF THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE DELEGATION

T'his Article applies to the International Federation employees mentioned in Article 1, Section |§
who are Lebanese citizens or permanently residing in Lebanon and do not enjoy privileges |§
| immunities, except in the case of immunity from judicial proceedings and personal |§
nunity solely with regard to acts performed and words spoken or writien in their official [§
upacity, even after the end of their mission - this immunity from jurisdiction will include the |#
Xemption to testify on facts that they might have learned due to the exercise of their functions; [#°
nd freedom of movement and travel when they assume their official functions. They will also {§ -
It exempted from taxes on salaries and other compensations paid to them by IFRC and shall |§'
‘be exempted from military or any other national services obligations. The Lebanese -[§.
§* Cibvernment may confer on them additional immunities as due and necessary. E

‘2. The above-mentioned members of the Delegation shall be accorded such ir:lmunities and -
- fuwilities, not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves, but in order to safeguard |-
Cilie effective exercise of their humanitarian mission in strict compliance with the Fundamental {f
“Principles of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement. iE

[{:,if the Delegation in any case where, in the opinion of the Secretary General, the immunity
would impede the course of justice and can be waived without prejudice to the interests of the |,

i
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| ARTICLE 24
HOUSING AND OFFICE

2, Except in cases of “force majeure”, the Government shall take all appropriate steps to protect
¢ | the premises of the Delegation against any intrusion or damage and to prevent any disturbance

£ of the peace of the Delegation or impairment of its inviolability.

43 3.Taking into account the privileges and immunities accorded by this Agreement, the
8| Delegation shall prevent the premises from being used as a refuge by any person who is
@& | avoiding arrest under any law of the State or who s required by the Government for extradition
| {0 another country, or who is endeavoring to avoid service of legal process.

H ARTICLE 25
H YIHICLES

'_-; 4 'he Government shall allow the acquisition and facilitaie the registration of vehicles for the |-
181 ulficial use of the Delegation, subject to same treatment granted to the missions of
hlergovernmental organizations accredited to Lebanon.

1IN WITNESS WHEREOFF the Undersigned, being duly authorized thereto, have signed and
- futled this Agreement. :

NE at Beirut on 29 April 2022, in two original copies, in the Arabic and English languages, -"
k(s being equally authentic. In case of divergence in interpretation, the English text shall

;n the Government of the Republic of  For the International Federation of Red Cross
: Lebanon and Red Crescent Societies

F ﬁé/%/\_“
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. %" Abduellah Bou Habib — Dr Hossam Elsharkawi ’
Minister of the Lebanese Foreign Regional Director
e Affairs Middle East and North Affica
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