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Basic 4 gréément
between ’
The Governmens of the Lébanese Republic
' and

The World Foog Program (WFP)

Preamble

" “Now, therefore the Go
greement”




ARTICIE 1
Definitions

Section [

For the purposes of this Agreement:

a. the term "Agreement" or "Basic Agreement" means this Agreement entered into by the
Guvtitmad and WL,

b. the term "WFP" or "World Food Programme" means the autonomous joint subsidiary

. 1961 and by FAO Conference Resolution 1/ 61 of 24 November 1961;

. the expression "Host Country" means the Lebanese Republic;

. the term "Government" means the Government of the Iebanese Republic;

3 e. the term "Ministry" means the Ministry of Foreign Affairs angd Emigrants of the Lebanese

g Republic, -

3 f. the expression "competent authorities of the Lebanese Republic" means the national or other
authorities that may have jurisdiction, pursuant to local laws, Customary practice, and treatieg
over WFP activities on the part of the Lebanese Republic; :

g. the term "Party” means either the Government or WFP individually;

h. the term "Parties" means the Government and WFP collectively:

i 1. the expression "United Nations" meansihe. i : al organization constituted by the

T Charter of the United Nations on 26 June 1945;

T J. the term "FAO" means thie Food and Agticulture Organization of the United Nations;

' k. the term "Convention" means the Convention on Privileges and Immunities of the United
Nations adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 13 February 1946;

L. the expression "Executive Director" means the Executive Director of the World Food Program
Or any person designated by him to act on his behalf: _

m.the term "Representative” means the WFP officer who represents the Executive Director in

| the Host Country or in case of her/his absence or unavailability, the official designated to act || 3

1 . on her/his behalf: i l
c n. the expression "country office” refers to any premises used by WFP in the Host Country, for |

oo

-carrying out operational and administrative activities; |
0. the expression "WFP property" means all property, including finds, receipts andother assets I
_ , owned or administered by WFP as part of its mandate; . ) B [
3 p- the: expression "WFP archives" means all archives of WEFP, includin g all records, : !
' |
|

~ eomrespondence, documents, manusciipts, computer reports, data, photographs, movies and

sound recordings belonging to WFP or held by WEP as part of its mandate; i

9 the expression "WFP supported activities" or “activities supported by WFP” means any

émetgency or humanitarian activity undertaken by WFP, whether implemented directly by
WEP atid/or by WFP through cooperating partners;

r. the:expression "agreement concerning WFP activities" means any agreement under which a

WFP supported activity is carried out and includes, but is not limited to, country strate

e - i
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L ARTICLE IT
Juridical Personality, Legal Capacity and F; reedom of . Assembly

e

Section 2 _ - l

| “E’G_&_mﬂremmm@mmmmm Partioular s gbility:

(D) to contract;

(i) to acquire.and dispose of movable and immovable property as per the Convention; and
(iii) to institute and respond to legal proceedings,

Section 3

S
than that accorded to other fimds, programmes and agencies of the United Nations system
subsequent to this Agreement, WEP shall have the right to display itg flag and/or United Nations
distinctive marks on its premises, vehicles, aircraft and ships, :




ARTICLE JFr
The Country Office

Section 5

WEP shall provide the Lebanese Republic with all the necessary practical information regard nig
the country office, including an estimate of the number of staff, the space of the country offjee
and installatinn r0sts. The Incation afthe soriber aMion ghall ky “elermined in conrdinal ion -.\'-.-:'lI;:_

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants,

Public utility services, when provided by government authorities or agencies subject to ftg"| s
control, shall be provided to WEP gt rates not exceeding those charged to government :
services; and ‘ AR
c. shall, consider, in the event of interruption or threat of interruption of any of the aboyi
mentioned services, the needs of-WEP as-impertant-as-those of fhe essential services of {fig:
1 Government and consequently take the necessary measures so that WEFP's activities are H?E
hindered. WFp shall have the right, if need be, to generate electricity and to distribute it withi
its premises, ; ' C :

ARTICLE Iy
Inviolability of the Country Office .

_Sectz'on 6

with the presumed consent of the Executive Director, shall, if 5o requested by WEP, leave the”

Gez_leral of the United Nations and the Directdr—General of FAQ,

COPIE CONFORME

' - country office immediately, The handing over of Jjudicial documents, including the seizure of _' )
private property, shall only take place in the country office with the consent of the SGGIGH}I‘}"; { -.j'.!:




Section 7

ARTICLEV

- .. " o DAY SN ~ ol o
R RIT .‘J’ Wied RO .Z-h-‘u:.'. iy wmrp

%

Section 8 ; ﬂ

S

Section 9 |
WEP property, funds and assets, wherever located and by whomsoever heidi shall enjoy the

privileges, immunities, exemptions and facilities specified in_thi ;
|—provisions-ofthe- on and any another applicable relevant agreement,

Section 10

WFP archives and, in general, all documents belonging to or held by WFP, are inviolable [ff-
wherever they may be and by whomsoever held. , | BB

ARTICLE VI
Tax -Exempz_‘z'an

Section 11 - | ’ _ ’
4 '.'?]n the furtherance of its mandate, WFP, its property, funds and assets, Wherever located and by
- Whomsoever held, shall be exempt from all forms of direct taxes, .

Seetion 12

%1 The Govemment shall put in place all necessary administrative arrangements, inciuding fiscal-
{ * atrangements, for the reimbursement of any excise duty, tax or Government charged mpﬁ;@@ -

’ (; he g
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] Section 15

Section I3

WER ahall Lo sacp! Few soston, daties meluding the misingr: cuLieme val,

charges, prohibitions and restrictions on goods of any kind that are

for its official activities. It i understood, however, that the commercial sale o
imported under such exemption may o

nly occur under terms and conditions that
by the Parties. ' '

ARTICLE va
Financial Operations

Section 14 =

For the purposes of carrying out its activities, WFP may,

without being restricted by financial
controls, regulations or moratoria of any kind: :

—

P B ol et U
imported or exported by WFP |§ -
f any goods | ¥ ,
are agreed to

— & {freely hold and purchase funds, currencies and securitie and di
accounts in any currency, free from restrictions on r;

b. freely transfer its funds and ourrency to and from th
any country, and convert any currency held by it i

esident accounts ; and

to any other currency.

The Government shall help WFP to obtain the most favorable exchange rate conditions,

ARTICLE vHT
Transport and Communications

The Government shall provide within its national boarders the n

d activities supported by WEP.
gard shall bé specified in an -agreement
such operations, The general applicable

The details of the arrangements to be taken in this re
related to WFP activities, prepared and signed during
pringipals are as follows: -

COPIE CONFORME

spose of them through [§

¢ Lebariese Republic, and to o from | §

. ecessary transportation facilities |
. for the swift and efficient implemientation of WFP activities an

......




a. To facilitate rapid delivery of g
through border posts, the G
and clearance of shj , al

transportation of items for carrying out activities supported by the WFP. The Parties
recognize, as per this Agreement, that feeg charged for services performed by private ||
companies operating in the ports cannot be exempted. ,

d. Aircraft, vehicles and vessels used by WEP shall not be subject to government licensing,
certification or renewal, provided that- : .
) aircrafis are duly registered and their operators and crews hold the permits

£
&
:
5
o
|
g
=
»
g
g
5
o
.
g
g
&

{.' o
B

& B accordance with the provisions of internat ¢ covered by

e. Atthe request of the Representative, the Government shall jssye for WFP, without duties
Or taxes, special license Plates for its vehicles and/or shal recognize the license plates
issued by WFP as valid upon the clear and explicit approval of the Lebanese Government,

government, including diplomatic missions. In particular the Government shaj]:

¥, hours a day, seven days aweek:

¢. authorize WEP to import and export all the necessary telecommunication equi

: including, but not limited to radio~telephones, mobile telephones, earth satellite s

«  ©lectronic devices and media, without delay, confiscation or obligation by the
services; and ' .

COPIE CONFORME
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ARTICLE Ix

Section 18

Zransit and residence




Host Country or to require his/ hey departure frofm that territory, without the agfeement of th;a
Parties, FAQ, and the UN,

Officials of Wrp

o ’ Seviion 2y

RE

. @ Section 2]

1. Officials of WFP in the professional and higher categories having grade pg and above |
who do not hold Lebanese Nationality or have a permanent resident status in the
Lebanese Republic shall enjoy the following privileges, immunities, exemptions and |-
facilities: - : ]

a. Immunity from legal process in Tespect.of words spoken of writien by them and a1 [§
acis performed by th, i i i '

3 as such property is locatgd, outside the Lebanese Republic
§1 . :: ¢ Exemption from military or other national service obligations : :
1 i £ Immunity, togethér with thejr Spouses” and dependent family membérs, from

¥ - immigration restrictions and aljen registration;
; 2. The same privileges in Tespect of exchange facilities accorded to the officials of] TR

comparable rank forming part of diplomatic missions 1o the Host Country:

[COPIE ConrForiE _‘
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time to time,
and effect




dependent family members, insofar as such income derives from sources, or insofar
as such property is located, outside the Lebanese Republic;

. Exemption from military or other national service obli gations;

f. Immunity, together with their Spouses and dependent family members,

immigration restrictions and alien registration; :
8- The same privileges in respect of exchange facilities accorded to the officials of
comparable rank forming part of diplomatic missions to the Host Country; ¥
h. The same protection and repatriation facilities in time of internationsl arfetz p 19 _
diplomatic envoys, for themselves and their spouses and dependent family members; § -
i Theri ght to import their furniture and effects and a]] household appliances at the time | o
of first taking up their post in the Host Country. Such imports shall be exempt from {§ .. -
customs duties, including the minimum customs fee. This privilege shall be valid for
a maximum period of one year, starting from the date of their arrival in the Lebanese |§-
Republic, provided that such officials were previously residing outside the Host |

from

' k. The riglit to export their ﬁlmitgare and effects, including their vehicles, free of taxes

| Convention while practicing their job in WEP in the Lebanese Republic:

I #ddition to the foregoing, Lebariese officials included under the provisions of thig paragraph |

&f . 3 shall be entitled the right to import their furniture and effects and all household appliances at | §f
4 the titne they come: to reside in the Lebanese Republic for the purpose of taking up their post,
S § ‘ pmv;@@& fhgt these officials wére previously

and f; ingt i ent in the Host Country,

a. Exemption from taxes on salaries and other compensation paid to them bff WEFP; and

e b, ]:E«)xemptic;n from military or other national service obligations.

.




Section 22

WFP annually provides the government with g Jig of officials of WEP appointed in the Country
office.

Section 23

Individyalg nerforming services for WEp that are enpaged by wpp thran g??.
- contrag (such as consultants, volunteers, and other persons Performing similar w
- howsoéver termed) shall pe accorded immunity

personal arrest and

from any form, of legal pro
detention, in respect of words spo

b‘ecﬁoﬁ 25

The Government issues
Special identity card jsg

to WFP officials, thejr sp
| ‘organizations accredited

ouses and dependent family_.members the
ued by the Ministry to the diplomatic Persons and othep officers of
to the Lebanese Republie,

Section 26

0S may be Waiveg,/,j .
ase where sych’f
Sl /=

¥

o
e




immunity would impede the adxninistmﬁon' of justice ang Where the MUnity can be wajyeq
Withoyt Prejudice to WEP's interestg,

shall at a]) timeg cooperate with the Competent authorities of the_Lebanese
Repubjjc in order to facilitate the Proper adminjstration ofjustjce, ensure Compliance wity police
egulations, angd 10 prevent abuse of privileges anq immunitjeg gtanted pursuant 4, this Article,

See Lech2 28

The Government shall recoon;
Nationg

driving permis issued to 5

‘Section 29

ARTICLE x1
Activities Supporteq )y WEP




Seg:tign 32

The Parties agree that humanitarian assistance

13 Section 33 <.

ARTICLE X171

General Provisions

ra

- ubligations.

b. access of humanitarian assistance and Personne] to a] Civilians,
ncluding refugees and intemally_displaced Persons, in timeg of peace and armed conflict;
and : '

shall be brovided in accordance with the [ K
principles of humanity, neutrality, impartiality and independence as stipulated in United Nations |§ -
General Assembly resolutions 46/182 of 19 December 1991 and 58/; 14 of 2004, -

H ,l_é}“ cases where this Agreement imposes obligations op the competent authorit_iesE of the Host
Country, the Government shall pe ultimately responsible for the fulfilment of

thesaig)
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Section 36 _ ‘
ended by agreement of the Parties i writing, which may be

““1 Larty shall give favorable consideration to any
with this Section,

ARTICLE X177
Settlement of Dispujes

ording t

_ 0 the allocation of costs
1 - award shalj include an explanation be accepted by
“both the Lebarese Republic an '

even if either the |
Lebanese Republic or WEP faj ¢ of arbitration shayl pe [
Jointly agreed to by the Parties, - ,

ARTICLE x197
Entry into Force and Terminatior,

Helint e

wﬂlm




| Section 39
The present Agreement may be terminated by either Party by Written notice to the other Party.
In this case, the present Agreement shall cease to be in force and effect sixty (60) days after the
date of receipt of such notice. Notwithstanding such notificstion of termination, this Agreement

shall remain in force until all WFP activities undertaken in accordance with this A greement have
' been completed or achieved. :

Section 40

The obligations assunied by e Goveriuent shall couiv!® ¢ exist, notwithstanding the
termination of this Agreement in accordance with this Section 39 for as long as necessary to

enable WFP to-methodically withdraw its property, funds, assets and officials from the Host
Country. .

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized by the Parties; have signed
this Agreement. 2L

-

The present Agreement hds been cbncluded and signed in Beirut; on the _sth of July, 2021. on two
original copies, in Arabic and English, all texts being equally.2uthentic. In case of divergent
interpretation, the English text shall prevail.

For the Governmen For the World FoodPrégfam

of the Lebangdse Repiblic

' Representative axid Regional Director  °
. Deputy President of the Council of Ministers P of the World Food Program
i | Minister-of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants a.i. (WFP) i

Zeina Akar Abdatiah Tbrahim Salen
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