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Basic Agréément
between
The Government of the Lébanese Republic
| and

The World Food Program (WFP)

Preamble

: The Government of the Lebanese Republic (the "Government" or the "Lebanese Republic"), and
the World Food Program ("WFP"),

. “findncial and operationa] arrangements for WFP,

_Rccalling the United Nations Genera] Assembly Resolutions 43/131 and 45/1 00 concerning

¥ humanitarian assistance to victims of natural disasters-an

' Recognizing the humanitarian character and the development imf;act of WFP's activities and the

important role it plays in the fight against hunger and poverty in the world,
' Recalling the Convention oft the Privileges and Immunitie
- United Nations General Assembly on 13 February 1946 (
Recalling the United Nations Convention on the Jurisdictio
Property adopted by the United Nations General Assemb
is applicable and without prejudice to the provisions of

d-simitar emergencies,

the "Convention" ;

nal Immunities of States and thejr| &
ly on 2 December 2004, to the extent it _
this Agreement, '
Being aware of the Convention on the
adopted by the United Nations Genera]

Privileges and Tmmumities of the Specialized A‘rrenc"es' |
Assembly on 21 November 1947, '
Recognizing that the Convention applies to WFP, and desirin

g to complement the provisions o
the Convention, with the purpose to r

egulate relations between the Government and WEFP, taking
into account the special requirements I




ARTICLE I
Definitions

Section 1
For the purposes of this Agreement:
a. the term "Agreement" or "Basic Agreement" means this Agreement entered into by the :

Guvtitinedl and WL, .

b. the term "WFP" or "World Food Programme" means the autonomous joint subsidiary

programme of the United Nations and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAQ) created in accordance with the institutional and financial arrangements,
established by the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 1714 (XVI) of 19 December
1961 and by FAO Conference Resolution 1/61 of 24 November 1961;

. the expression "Host Country" means the Lebanese Republic;

. the term "Government" means the Government of the Lebanese Republic;

e. the term "Ministry" means the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants of the Lebanese
Republic,

f. the expression "competent authorities of the Lebanese Republic" means the national or other
authorities that may have jurisdiction, pursuant to local laws, customary practice, and treaties
over WFP activities on the part of the Lebanese Republic;

8. the term "Party" means either the Government or WEP individually;

h. the term "Parties” means the Government and WFP collectively;

i. the expression "United Nations" means e : : I'organization constituted by the
Charter of the United Nations on 26 June 1945;

j- the term "FAO" means the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations;

k. the term "Convention" means the Convention on Privileges and Immunities of the United
Nations adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 13 F ebruary 1946;

L. the expression "Executive Director" means the Executive Director of the World Food Program

=" e]

on her/his behalf:

n. the expression "country office" refers to any premises used by WEP in the Host Country, for

-' carrying out operational and administrative activities;

{ 0. the expression "WFP property" means all property, including funds, receipts andsother assets

BN owned or administered by WEFP as part of its mandate; _

p. the: expression "WFP archives" means al] archives of WFP, including all records,

- eorrespondence, documents, manuscripts, computer feports, data, photographs, movies and
sound recordings belonging to WEP or held by WEP as part of its mandate;

q. the expression "WFP supported activities" or “activities supported by WFP” means any
emergency or humanitarian activity undertaken by WFP, whether implemented directly by
WEP and/or by WEP through cooperating partners;

r. the expression "agreement concerning WEP activities” means any agreement under which a
WFP supported activity is carried out and includes, but is not limited to, country strategic

COPIE CONFORME o




rented or provided by WEP for use in the context of the activities it supports;

u. the tsrm "aircraft" means aircraft made available to WEP or chartered or leased by WFP for
the antivities it suipports:

V. the ferm "telecommunications" means any emission, transmissjon Or reception of written or
oral'infonnation, images, sounds or information of any kind whatsoeyer by wire, radio,
satellite, fibre optic or other electronic or electromagnetic means; and

w. the term "officials of WEFP" means the Executive Director and all officials of WEP, with the |
exception of those officials recruited locally who are paid on the basis of hourly rates as
provided for in the United Nations General Assembly Resolution 76 (1) of 7 December 1946
and FAO Conference Resolution 71/59,

s

) ARTICLE IT
Juridical Personaliyy, Legal Capacity and Freedom of Assembly

4

Section 2

| %@%d I particular its ability:

(1) to contract;
(ii) to acquire and dispose of movable and immovable property as per the Convention; and
(iii) to institute and respond to legal proceedings.

Section 3




ARTICLE Jj7
The Country Office

Section 5

WEP shall provide the Lebanese Republic with all the necessary practical information regardirg
the country office, including an estimate of the number of staff, the Space of the country office |
and installation coste. The Incation ofthe 2., S ghalt by setermiresd in conrdination witl;

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants. '

Lebanese Republic:

a. shall take al] appropriate measures to ensure the security and protection of the country office; ¥
and to ensure that the tranquillity of the country office is ) i
entry of persons or groups of persons from outside. or
vicinity; O

b. shall ensure that the country office receives the necessary public utility services, inclqding; ¥
but not limited to, fire protection, electricity, water, sewage, mail and telecommunications, 1
Public utility services, when provided by government authorities or agencies subject to itg |
control, shall be provided to WEP at rates not exceeding those charged to governmeit I
services; and _ ' 4

¢. shall consider, in the event of interruption or threat of interruption of any of the above- 1§

mentioned services, the needs of* of the essential services of the §
1 Covernment an consequently take the fiecessary measures so that WFp's activiti8§ are n
hindered. WFP shal] haye the right, if need be, to generate electricity and to distribute it withi

its premises.

ARTICLE IV
Inviolability of the Country Office )

Section 6

The country office shall be inviolable. No agent or representative of the Lebanese Republic, noy :
any person whomsoever exercising public functions, may enter the country office to perform: any::|

- - country office immediately. The handing over of Jjudicial documents, including the seizure of : {'
private property, shall only take place in the country office with the consent of the Secretary i3 ;
General of the United Nations and the Director-General of FAQ, i

——
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' —Pprovisions-of the Convention and any another applicable relevant agreement,

i In the furtherance of its mandate, WFP, its property, funds and assets, wherever located and by
..i whomsoever held, shall be exempt from all forms of direct taxes.

- arrangements, for the reimbursement of any excise duty, tax or Government charged;f{ﬁg‘inétat?'
Yo b 7

Section 7

The country office shall be under the control and authority of WFP, which has the authority to
issue the regulations applicable on its premises to enable it to independently fulfil its mandate,
The country office shall not be used in a manner which is at variance with WFP's mandate.

ARTICLEV

3 . » .1 B ~
N !I‘;{::'.'J’ 'z‘.":!!."".’-’ R R
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Section 8

WEP, its property and assets wherever located and by whomsoever held, shall enjoy immunity |
from every form of legal process except insofar as in any particular case it has expressly waived
its immunity in accordance with the Convention. It is, however, understood that no waiver of
immunity shall extend to any measure of execution for which-a Separate waiver of immunity is
required, in accordance with the Convention.

Section 9

WEP property, funds and assets; wherever located and by whomsoever held, shall enjoy the
privileges, immunities, exemptions and facilities ecified in thj -Agreement, therelevant—

Section 10

WFP archives and, in general, all documents belonging to or held by WFP, are inviolable
wherever they may be and by whomsoever held.

ARTICLE VI
Tax Exemption

Section 1]

Section 12

The Government shall put in place all necessary administrative arrangements, includj g”fi’;c;l% B

o

/
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contribution payable as part of the price of goods and services procured by WEP, including value .

added tax. Without limiting the foregoing, the WFP’s reimbursement right in respect of such
taxes extends to all payments made by WEP, its cooperating partners and beneficiaries under
cash and vouchers and similar aid programs.

Section 13

WP shall Le: gatninip! Borr songienps, d Aivs including he nifaiurs crstewas el sl ol ot
charges, prohibitions and restrictions on goods of any kind that are imported or exported by WFP
for its official activities. It is understood, however, that the commercial sale of any goods

imported under such exemption may only occur under terms and conditions that are agreed to

by the Parties.

ARTICLE v
Financial Operations

Section 14

For the purposes of carrying out its activities, WFP may, without being restricted by financial
controls, regulations or moratoria of any kind:

a.—freely hold and purchase funds, currencies and securities and dispose of them through |

accounts in any currency, free from restrictions on resident accounts; and

b. freely transfer its funds and currency to and from the Lebanese Republic, and to or from

any country, and convert any currency held by it into any other currency.

The Government shall help WEP to obtain the most favorable exchange rate conditions.

ARTICLE vIIT
Transport and Communications

Se_c.{z_'o%% 15

The Government shall provide within its national boarders the necessary transportation facilities |

£

- for the swift and efficient implementation of WFP activities and activities supported by WEP.

The details of the arrangements to be taken in this regard shall be specified in an agreement
related to WFP activities, prepared and signed during such operations, The general applicable
principals are as follows:

COPIE CONFORME { - R |




. reraft
 facilities without paying
fees. Similarly, Wrp and
taxes and charges, such
transportation of items for

as

Aircraft, vehicles and vessel
certification or ren
(i) aircrafis are dy]
required’ under th
Convention on Internati
1944 along with it

under contract Mmay use roads, bridges,
any charge, tolls or
its subcon

carrying out activitj
ement, that fees charged
Pports cannot be exempted,
s used by WFP shall not be subject to government [jc
ewal, provided that:

y registered and their
¢ internal regulations

other fees, including
tractors shall be exempted from
sales taxes or value-added taxe

for services pe

of

duly registered with

railways, and airport
berthing and landing
Paying any similar |
S, in respect of the
©S supported by the WFP, The Parties
rformed by private ||

operators and crews hold the permits
2 contracting state party to the
onal Civil Aviation, signed in Chicago on December 7

a competent authority in

days i‘iweck;
import an

hours a day, seven
authorize WEFP to
including, but not ]
electronic devices and medi
services; and

imited to radio-telephones, mobjl

COPIE CONFORME
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accredited in the Host Country.
Section 17
WEP's official communications and correspondence shal] be inviolable and cannot be censored

ARTICLE 1x

Transit and Fesidence

Section 18

© 7t experts on mission for WFP and thejy spouses, -

g - Section 19

W-h__en ﬁeeded, visas shall be granted to the above-mentioned people without charge and as

- Quickly as possible, No activity carried out by any of the persons referred to in Section 18 in

his/her official Status shall constitute a reason to




Host Country or to require his/ her departure from that territory, without the agi-eement of the
Parties, FAQ, and the UN,

ARTICLE ¥
Officials of wrp

Section 2y

Section 2]

1. Officials of WEP in the professional and higher categories having grade P4 and above
Wio do not hold Lebanese Nationality or have a Permanent resident status in the
Lebanese Republic shali enjoy the following pﬁvilech, immunities, €Xemptions and
facilities:

- Exemption from income and property taxes for themselves, their Spouses, and
dependent family members, , insofar g such income derjves from sources, or insofar 1§

; as such property is located, outside the Lebanese Republic;
.+ €. Exemption from military or other nationa] service obligations;

i I spouses and dependent family members from ;
‘ 1en registration :
g ect of exchange facilities accordeg to the officials of
art of diplomatic missions to the Hogt Countr -

£ ‘ Z SN

BT | =




Section 21,
of the WFp officials in the

baragraph 1, shalj




dependent family members, insofar as such income derives from sources, or insofar .
as such property is located, outside the Lebanese Republic;

Exemption from military or other national service obligations;

Immunity, together with their spouses and dependent family members, from
immigration restrictions and alien registration; N

The same privileges in respect of exchange facilities accorded to the offi
comparable rank forming part of diplomatic missions to the Host Country;
cilities in time of internatione! apicia ae

cials of

customs duties, including the minimum customs fee, This privilege shall be valid for
a maximum period of one year, starting from the date of their arrival in the Lebanese
Republic, provided that such officials were previously residing outside the Host .
Country; - : :

equivalently situated officials of oth

er United Nations entities; and
their vehicles, free of taxes |

Kk The right to export their furni

ture and effects, including

_"M__,maudjﬁe&aﬁenmeﬁﬂﬂhaaﬁﬁﬁoﬁheﬁrassfmfmmm

a. Exemption from taxes on salaries and other compensation paid to them b;/ WEFP; and
b, Exe’mption from military or other nationa] service obligations, |

Inad

#ddition to the foregoing, Lebanese officials included u
3 shall be entitled the

right to import their furniture and e

COPIE CONFORME] |




Section 22

WFP annually provides the government with g Jst of officials of WEP appointed in the country

office.

Section 23

Individuals performing

contract (such as consultants, volunteers, and other persons performing similar work for WEP,
howsoever termed) shall pe accorded immunity from any form of legal process, including |
personal arrest and detention, in respect of words spoken or Written and g]j acts performed by ||

them in thejr officia] capacity. Such immunity shaj continue to be afforded notwithstanding thay |

services for WEP hat are engaged hv wyp thronah ar individyu !

| Seetion 26

81 Seciion 27

dection 25

The Government issues
special identity card jgs
Organizations accredited

for WFp,

to WFpP officials, their Spouses and dependent family members the
ued by the Min; i

istry to the diplomatic Persons and other officers of
to the Lebanese Republic,

B T P TN A L e
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immunity Would impede the administratjop of justice ang where the immunj
Without Prejudice to WFP's interests,

WEP and its officers shall at gJ)

times Cooperate with the Competent authoritje
Republic in order to facilitate the Proper adminjg
regulations, anqg to prevent apy,

ty can be Waived

S of the Lebanese
tration ofjustice, Cnsure compliance with police

Se of privileges and immunjitjeg granted pursuant ¢, this ArticJe,

L3 e S e
RECLISYE 2

WFP officia] Dot covered by
social Security scheme of

Activities Supported p Y WEP

may seek Wrp assistance o help meet the Ho
humanitariap Purposes, The
Represqntative thro

St Country's Nutrition needs for
S€ requests for assistance will b
ugh the Ministry,

¢ made jp writing to the




c. all necessary facilities, information,
the required humanitarian assistance,

Sectign 32

The Parties agree that h i be provided in accordance with the |-
principles of humanity, neutrality, impartiality and ind

P agree that i aim or liability
~o6-DY gross negligence or willful misconduct on the part of WFP or such persons,

ARTICLE x11
General Provisions

__'-“ﬂccur_d ed to WFP under the Convention and thj

: rded is Agreement. This Agreement and the Convention
- #ball be viewed as complementary, '




Section 36

ARTICLE x717
Settlement of Disputes

ARTICLE X7
Entry into Force and Termination




Section 39

The present Agreement may be terminated by either Party by written no}ice to the other Party.
In this case, the present Agreement shall cease to be in force _and effect sixty (60) days after the
date of receipt of such notice. Notwithstanding such notification of termination, this Agreement

shall remain in force until all WFP activities undertaken in accordance with this Agreement have
been completed or achieved.

Section 40

[he obligations assumed by e Covermucit shall coudie 10 exist, notwithstanding the
termination of this Agreement in accordance with this Section 39 for as lo?g as necessary to
enable WFP to'methodically withdraw its property, funds, 2ssets and officials from the Host
Country.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly authorized by the Parties, have signed
this Agreement.

-~

_ . th

The present Agreement hds been concluded and signed in Beirut, on the§ of July, 222(11 on e
original copies, in Arabic and English, all texts being equally authentic. In case of divergent
interpretation, the English text shall prevail.

For the Government

For the World Food Program
of the ndse Rep blic

Representative and Regional Director
Deputy President of the Council of Ministers P o the World Food Program

Minister-of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants a.i. (WFP)
Zeina Akar Abdallah Ibrahim Salem
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