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AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE REPUBLIC OF LEBANON AND THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND
CONCERRING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
THE IMF RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE

The Firsi Party, the government of the Republic of Lebanon (hereinafter “Lebanon”), and the Second Party,
the International Monetary Fund (hereinafter *IMF"), jointly hereinafter referred to as the "Parfies,”

REEERRING 1o the Articles of Agreement of the IMF of 1945, as amended, in particuiar Article X on the
IMF's status, immunities and privileges (hereinafter referred o as "Articles of Agreement™;

ACKNOWLEDGING that the leqal insiruments mentioned above shalf remain the governing and
applicable rules, and thal this agreement (hereinafter referred to as "the Agreement”) shall in no way fimit
the scope of application of such instruments,

WHEREAS the IMF has decided to establish a Resident Representative Office (hereinafier referred fo as
the "Office”) in Beirut wilh the intent of strengthening its field presence and expanding engagement with
focal authorities;

AND DESIRING to define the status, privileges and immunities of lhe Office in Lebanon as set forth in the
IMF Articies of Agreement and fo enable the IMF o fulfillits purposes and functions in Lebanon, the Partles
have agreed as follows:

Article 1 Legal Personality

Seclion 1. Lebanon shall undertake {o facilitate the establishment and operallion ofthe Office in Bei‘r’ﬂl.
Secilion 2. The Office will be an office of the IMF and shall nloi have a Jegal personality separate from '
that of the IMF.
Article 2 Officials and Employees of the Office
Seclion 1. The Office will comgrise one Resident Representative, a team of support employees, and

such olher personnei that may be assigned by the IMF, all of whom will be employees of
the IMF, hereinafter referred to as "IMF Employees.”

(1) The IMF will appoint an IMF staff member to serve as the Resident Representative.

{2) The IME will select and appoint the team of support employees on such terms as
the IMF may deem appropriate, {0 reflect the needs of the Office.

(3) The IMF may appoint such other officials as appropriate or necessary to support
the Office in conducting fts operations and to assist the Resident Representalive In carrying
out his o her functions.

{4 The IMF shall provide Lebanon (the Ministry of Foreign Affalrs and Emigrants} with
a list of the names and tilles of all IMF personnel serving in an official capacity on Lebanese

territory. This fist shall not inciude personnel entering or transfting Lebanon In their privale
capacity (e.g., as tourisis). The IMF shall update this fist regularly as nacessary.

Article 3 Premises of the Office

Section 1. The premises of the Office shall be inviolable and shall be under the sole control and




Section 2.

Section 3

Seclion 1.

Section 2.

Section 1.

authority of the IMF. No Lebanese authorities, or any other person exercising any public
authority within Lebanon, whether administrative, judicial, legislative or military, may enter
the Office to perform any duties except with {he consent of, and under condiions approved
by, the Resident Representative. The IMF shalf have the aulhority to make regulations and
rules or apply IMF regulations and rules within the premises of the Office for the efficient
and independent functioning of the Office.

L.ebanon shall lake all appropriate measures to prolect the Office and IMF Employees
against any intrusion or damage and to prevent any disturbance in the Office of law and
order, including any form of viclence, criminal activity, and attacks involving explosive and
incendiary devices, If requested by the IMF or the Resident Representative, Lebancn shall
provide a sufficient number of police for the maintenance of restoraﬁon of law and order in
{he Office, and for the removal of offenders.

Lebanon shall ltake all appropriate measures fo facilitale the acquisition {whether by
purchase, lease or any other means) by the IMF of premises suitable for the Office's
operations, and lo ensure that the Office is supplied with the necessary public utilities and
services on the same terms as those accorded to similar offices of other international
crganizations or diplomatic missions in Lebanon,

Article 4 Property and Taxation

The IMF, its assels, propery, income, operations and transaclions shall be exempt from all
taxes and custams duties, including minimum customs duties, the domestic excise tax, the
value-added lax, and municipal taxes. in parlicular, as part of the IMF, the Office shall be
exempt from the following calegories of taxes, duties, charges, fevies or obligations:

{h All taxes on the purchase or sals of goods and services by the Fund for, or in
connection with, the performance of its official functions, including all forms of indirect taxes
that may be incorporated into the price of goods or services supplied 1o the IMF, such as
charges on purchasefsale and/or rental or leasing of the IMF's offlce building, Including the
minfrmum customs duty and domestic excise duly. The value- added {ax exemption shall be
effected through the submission of refund claims.

{2) Al cusloms dulies, taxes, and other charges for the import of goods and
equipment, including motor vehicles, articles, suppligs, technical material and publications,
intended to be used for the achievement of the Office’s objectives. Molor vehicles acquired
by the Office through importation or otherwise for official use shall be subjec! to the same
type of registration that applies 1o diplomatic mission vehicles, which allows the identification
of the vehicles as official vehicles belonging to an international organization.

{3) Obligations ta collect or make payments or contributions to state pensions, national
nealth insurance plans, soclal securily accounts or equivalent schemes, whether in respect
of the IMF as the employer or for its employees.

The IMF shall be exempt from prohibitions and restrictions on imports and exporis in respect
of goods or articles, including molor vehicles, equipment, supplies, technical material and
publications, intended for its official use, afier consulting the responsible minisiries and
administrations to which the exemption petitions were made In a timely way.

Article 5 Privileges and Immunities of the IMF/Office

The IMF, its properly and assets, wherever located and by whomsoever held, shall enjoy




Section 2.

Seclion 3.

Seclion 4.

Section 5.

Section B.

Seclion 1.

immunity from every form of judicial process. This immunity shall include immunity from any
type of legal process in respect of personnel matters involving IMF employees. The IMF's
internal employment framework shall govern exclusively in all maters relating to employment
relations concerning IMF employees in Lebanon. Any dispule arising belween the IMF and
its employees shall be resolved through the dispute resolution mechanisms of ihe [MF, which
shall have exclusive jurisdiction over such personnel matters.

The property and assels of the IMF, wherever localed, shall be immune from search,
requisition, appropriation, confiscation, expropriation or any other larm of seizure, whether
by executive, adminisirative, judicial or legisiative action.

The archives of the IMF, and in general all docurments betonging to i or held by It, shall be
inviolable, wherever quaied in Lebanon.

All correspondence and other official commiunications to and from the Office shalt not be
subject to censorship or any other form of interception or inlerference in Lebanon.

The Office shall have the right to use a diplomatic potich for the sending and recelpt of official
correspondence or other items for official use,

Without being resiricted by any financial controls, regulations or moratoria of any kind, the
IMF may. in Lebanon, freely:

{h purchase, hold and dispose of any funds, gold or currency of any kind and manage
accounts in any currency,

. L
{2 transfer ils funds, gold or currency to or from any other country or within Lebanon .
and convert any currency held by i into any other currency,

¢

Article & Privileges and Immunities of IMF Employees

IMF Employees and any other IMF officials while on mission in Lebanon or in transit therein,
regardless of their nationality, shall enjoy the following privileges and immunities:

{1) Immunity from legal process with respect to words spoken or written and all acls
performed by them in their official capacity,

{2} Exemption from all taxes and other levies and from mandalory charges on or in
respect of salaries and emaluments paid by the IMF, such as contributions to medical and
pension schemes, and where applicable, benefit from the right of refund of the value-added
tax;

(3) fmmunity from arrest or detention, excepl the cases of flagrant deficlo, and from
seizure of their personal belongings;

(4) The same privileges in respect of exchange facilities as are accorded to officials
of camparable rank of diplomatic missions;

(5 ~The same repatriation facilities in time of International crises, together with their
dependents and members of their household staff, as are accorded to officials of comparable
rank of diplomatic missions;




Section 2.

Section 3,

Section 4.

Saction 5.

Section 6.

Section 7.

Section 8.

(B} immunily, logether with their spouse, dépendents and members of their household
staff, from immigration restrictions and allen regisiration requirements; and

(7 Exermption, for them and their family members as communicated under Section 3
of this Article, from national service obligations, provided that, in respect of naticnals of
Lebanon, such exemption shall be confined to employees whose names have, by reason of
heir dutjes, been placed on a list compiled by the IMF and approved by Lebanon. Should
other employees of the IMF who are nationals of Lebanon be called up for national service,
Lebanon shall, at the request of the IMF, grant 2 lemporary deferment to the called-up
employees as may be necessary o avoid disruption of essential aperations.

iy addition to the immunities, privileges, and exemptions specified in Section 1(1) through (7)
of this Article, the Resident Representative {including any officer acting on behalf of the
Resident Represeniative) and the spouse and dependents of the Resident Represenlative
shall be accorded the privileges, immunities, exemptions, and fatilities accorded in Lebanon
lo heads of diplomatic missions and their spouse and dependents.

The IMF shall communicate to Lebanon, and periodically update, the names, and titles i
available, aof !he Resideni Representative and IMF Employees and of lheir spouss,
dependents and members of their household staff, to whom the provisions of this Agreement
are applicable.

Lebanon shall use its best efforls to ensure that visas are issued, in a limely manner and
wilhout any charges, to the Resident Representative and all IMF Employees who are not
Lebanese nalionals and their families, represantatives of stales or organizations invited by
the Office, official visiters to the Office, and guests who are invited to altend meetings, or
seminars at the Office, Lebanon shall undertake to facilitate, to the extent possible, the entry

info and exit from Lebanon of the Resident Representative and non-national IMF employees

appointed fo the Office.

The appropriate authorities in Lebanon shatll provide thé Resident Representative and non-
national IMF Employees assigned to the Office, as identified by the IMF pursuant to Arlicle
B, Section 3 with a special identification card which will serve to identify the card holder to
the authorities and fo confirm thal the holder enjoys the privileges and immuntties described
in the IMF Articles of Agreement and this Agreement,

Upon taking up their posts, the Resident Representative and any other non-national IMF
Employees assigned to the Office shall have the right to import — for personal use and free
of duty and other charges, including but not fimited to exemption from the minimum customs
duty, domestic excise lax and value-added tax in respect of the import and exporl of
household goods and personal effects -- their household goods and personal effects
including a motor vehicle. Lebanon shall grant such vehicies the same tvpe of registration as
that lssued for vehicles of diplomatic missions accredited in the Republic of Lebanon, which
allows their identification as vehicies balonging to officials or employees of an international
organization,

The spousss and dependents of the Resident Representative and any other non-national
IMF Employees assigned to the Office shalt have the right to take up paid employment in
Lebanon, in accordance with the prevailing local rules and regulations.

The privileges, immunities, exemptions and facilittes accorded under this Agreement are
granted in the interest of the IMF and not for the personal benefit of the individuals

themselves. The IMF shall take appropriate measures to engyef’fﬁafﬁ*ﬂ:he\\privi}sges.
I D

o i v
7o
d i § S




Section 1.

Section 2.

Section 3.

Section 4.

Section 5.

immunities, exemptions and facilities conferred by this Agreement are not abusad. The IMF
shall cooperate at all times with the appropriate authorilies of Lebanon to facilitale the proper
administration of justice and {he applicable laws in Lebanon. Should Lebanon consider that
an abuse has occurred, consultations shall be held between the government of L.ebanon and
the IMF {o determine whether any such abuse has occurred and, if so, to ensure that no
repetition coours.

Article 7 Final Provisions

This Agreement shall enter into force and become final upon its signalure by both parties
and its ratificalion by Lebanon in accordance with applicable procedures. Lebanon shal,
within its territory, take the measures necessary {o implement the provisions stipulated in this
Agreement, and shall inform the IMF of the details of the measures it has laken.

None of {he provisions of this Agreement shall be construed as modifying or amending lhe -
IMF Aricles of Agreement, or impairing or lmiting the righls, immunities, privileges or
exemptions provided for or specified in the IMF Adicles of Agreement.

Any digpute in connection with or arising from the interpretation or implementation of this
Agreement shall be resolved through appropriate consultations and by mutual agreement of
lhe Parlies.

This Agreement may be amended by consent of the Parties, The amendments shall coma
inlo effect after they are signed by Lebanon and the IMF, as of the date the Lebanese
government notifies the IMF that the legal procedures required for the amendments’ entry
info force have been completed, . .,

This Agreement shall be execuled in four otiginals, iwo in English and two in Arabic, with
both versions being equally authentic. In case of divergence betveen the two versions, the
English version shall prevail.,

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, the representatives duly authorized thereto, have signed this Agreement,

Done this __) V¢ \L o i9; ()‘\1

For Lebanon:

For the IMF;

Suh) Wﬁﬂ’”‘ﬁ‘

Minister of Foreié’q Affairs and Emigrants Managing Director

Youssef Rajfi

Kristalina Georgieva

. .
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