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Agreement
between
The Lebanese Republic
and

The United Nations, represented by the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights,

Concerning a Regional Office for the Middle East and North Africa
Region in Lebanon
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The Lebanese Republic and the United Nations, represented by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human
Righis,

1. Regffirming their commitment to the objectives and principles of the Charter of the United Nations;

[

. Recalling the mandate conferred on the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights by the United
Nations General Assembly in its resolution 48/141 of 20 December 1993 on the promotion and protection
of human rights;

L

. Recalling that the Gffice of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) signed a
memorandurn of intent with ESCWA on 6 June 2001, aiming to support cooperation in the promotion and
protection of human rights in the countries of the Middle East and North Africa;

4. Taking inio account ihat the regional office governed by the present Agreement will have significant capacity
to promote and protect fundamental human rights, in addition to facilitating the implementation of human
rights obligations undertaken by Governments in the region, including through sipning and ratifying
mternational hurnen rights treaties;

LR

Noting that the Government of Lebanon agreed to establish a regional office for the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights in the Middle East and North Africa within the mandate
conferred on OHCHR by the United Nations General Assembly in its resolution 48/141 of 20 December
1993, to OHCHE,;

)

Taking irito account that Lebanon acceded without reservation, on 10 March 1949, to the Convention on the
Privileges and Iinmunities of the United Nations adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 13
February 1646; and

7. Taking into account the Standard Basic Assistance Agreement between the Government of Lebanon and the
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), signed on 10 February 1986;

Have agreed to the following:
Article 1
Definitions
For the purposs of this Agreement, the following definitions shall apply:

“Host Country” means the Lebanese Republic (Lebanon);

“Government” means the Government of the Host Country;

“OHCHR” means the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights;

“Partizs” means the United Nations and the Host Country;

“Regional Office” means the OHCHR Regional Office for the Middle East and North Africa;
“Convention” means the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations, adopted
by the United Nations General Assembly on 13 February 1946, and to which Lebanon has been a party
since 10 March 1949;

“Agresment” means the present agreement signed between the Lebanese Republic and the United
Nations;

8. “Premises of the Regional Office” means the building or part of the building permanently or
tempotarily occupied by the Regional Office or by meetings convened by the Regional Office in the

Hest Country as defined in the present Agreement or in any supplementary agreement with the
Government;

8. “Axchives of the Regional Office” means all the records, correspondence, documents, manuscripts,
cotnputer records, photographs, films and sound recordings belonging to or held by the Regional Office

Lh b ek e
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10. “Property of the Regional Office” means all property including funds, income and other assets
oelonging to the Regional Office or held or controlled by the Regional Office in order to perform its
functions;

11, “UNDP SBAA” means the Standard Basic Assistance Agreement of 10 Febriary 1986 between
Lebanon and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP);

12. “Representative of the High Commissioner” means the United Nations official in charge of directing
end supervising the activities of the Regional Office on behalf and under the authority of the Office of
the High Commissioner for Human Rights:

13, “Competent Authorities” means local, regional and central governmental authorities of the Host
Couniry, whether civil, police, security, military or other:

14. “Officials” means the Representative of the High Commissioner and all OHCHR staff members
assigned to service the OHCHR Regional Office, irrespective of nationality, with the exception of
oersons who are recruited locally and assigned to hourly rates, as provided for tn United Nations
General Assembly resolution 76 (I) of 7 December 1946;

15, “Experts on Mission” means individuals other than the Officials of the United Nations refarred to in
paragraph {14), who carry out missions as designated and requested by the Regional Office;

16. “Persons Providing Services” means the service coniractors, operational experts, volunteers,
consultants and legal practitioners as well as natural persons and their staff, and _

17, “OHCHR Personnel” refers collectively to Officials, persons recruited locally and assigned to hourly
rates, Bxperts on Mission and Persons Providing Services,

Artiele 2
Purpose of the Agreement

I The Government of the Host Country agrees to the establishment of a regional office of the United
Wations High Commissioner for Human Rights for the Middle East and North Africa,

The parpose of the present Agreement is to regulate the conditions and modalities for the functioning
of the Regional Office, its status and the status of OHCHR Personnel and Premises of the Regionel
Office, and to facilitate its activities in cooperation with the Government.

The Government confirms that the Regional Office shall be accorded treatment equal to that of arny
accredited diplomatic mission in the Host Country,

o

[WAS

Article 3
Legal Personatity

[a—

The Regional Office shall possess juridical personalily in the Host Country. It shall have the legal
capacity:

{(a) to contract;

(b} to acquire and dispose of movable and immovable property; and
{¢) to institute legal proceedings.

b

For the purpose of this agreement, the Regional Office shall be represented by the Representative of the
High Commissioner. '

Article 4
Application of the Convention

The Conv \é}?ﬁ%ﬁ@%@@pphcable to the Regional Office, its properties, funds and assets and to OHCHR
Persormel., 3 _;_‘\:
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Article 5
Mandate of the Regional Office

The Regional Office shall perform its functions under the guidance of the High Commissioner and support

him/her in the implementation of the mandate given to OHCHR as set out in General Assembly resolution
48/141 of 20 December 1963,

Article 6
Inviolability of the Regional Office

E. The location of the Regional Office in Lebanon shall be determined in coordination with the Host
Couatry’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants.

2. The Premises of the Regional QOffice shall be inviolable and ail locations temporarily used for holding
meetings organized by the Regional Office shall be considered Premises of the Regional Office, and as
such shall enjoy the same status. It is incumbent upon the Regional Office to inform the Competent
Authorities about the organization of such meetings in advance.

3. All property, funds and assets belonging to the Regional Office, wherever located and by whomsoever
neld, shall be exempt from search, seizure, requisition, confiscation, expropriation and any other form
of interference, whether by executive, administrative, judicial or legislative action.

4. The Archives of the Regional Office, and generally all documents and materials made available,
belonging to or held by it, shall enjoy immunity wherever located and by whomsoever held.

3. No Competent Authorities or persons exercising any public authority within the Host Country may
enter the Premises of the Regional Office, except with the express consent of the Representative of the
High Coramissioner and under the conditions which he or she has approved. In case of fire or any other
emergency requiring rapid protective intervention, the consent of the Representative of the High

Commissioner for any necessary entry to the Premises shall be presumed if he or she cannot be reached
in fime, '

Article 7
Security and Protection

1. The Competeni Authorities shall ensure the security and protection of the Premises of the Regional
Office, and exercise due diligence to ensure that the tranquility of the Premises of the Regional Office
remains undisturbed by the unauthorized entry of any person or group of persons or any disturbances
in its immediate vicinity. If so requested by the Representative of the High Commissioner, the
Competent Authorities shall provide a police force necessary for the preservation of law and order on
the Premises of the Regional Office or in its immediate vicinity, and to remove persons therefrom.

2. The Competent Authorities shall take any effective and appropriate action that may be required to
cnsure the appropriate security, safety and protection of the persons referred to in this Agreement, and

necessary for the proper functioning of the Regional Office in a marmer that is free from any kind of
intsrference.

Article 8

Utilities / Public Services

porst

The Competent Authorities shall facilitate, upon the request of the Representative of the High
Commissioner, and under terms and conditions that are no less favourable than the ones accorded by
—eissaygrament to any aceredited diplomatic mission, access ta public services needed by the Regional
=R, as, but not limited to, public utility services including electricity, telecommunications and
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In cases where public services referred to in the previous paragraph are made available to the Regional

Office by the Competent Authorities or where the prices thereof are under their control, the rate for

such servives shall not exceed the lowest comparable rates accorded to aceredited diplomatic missions.

3. Incase ofa force majeure resulting in a complete or partial disruption of the above-mentioned services,
the Regional Office shall, for the performance of its functions, be granted the same priority given to
esseniial governmental bodies and agencies.

4. 'The provisions of this article shall not prevent the reasonable application of fire protection and health

regulations of the Host Country.

Article 9
Funds, assets and other property strictly related to the work of the Regional Office

1. The Regional Office, its property, funds and assets, wherever located, and by whomsoever held, shall
be exempt from any restriction, regulation, control or moratorium, and immune from every form. of
iegal process except insofar as in any particular case the Secretary-General of the United Nations has
expressly waived this immunity. It is understood however that no waiver shall extend to any measures
of execution,

2. Without being subject to any financial control, regulation or moratorium, the Regional Office:

{a} may frecly hold and use funds, currency (coins or bills}, maintain and operate bank accounts in any
currericy, and convert any currency held by it into another currency;

(0) shall be free to transfer its funds and currency from the Host Country to another country, or within
the Host Couniry itself; and

(¢) shall enjoy the most favourable legally available exchange rates in its financial transactions.

Article 19
Exemption from taxes, duties, import or export restrictions

L. 'The Regional Office, its funds, assets, income and any other form of property strictly related to the
work of the Regional Office shall be exempt from:

(a) All direct and indirect taxes, levies, fees, toils and duties, with the exception of value-added tax
(VAT), whereby office funds and services intended for official use are subject to VAT with the
right for refunds in accordance with the terms of tax refunds referred to in Decree 7295/2001 and
its amendments. This exemption is accorded with the understanding that the Regional Office shall
not request exemption from taxes which are no more than the fees for public utility services offered
by the Competent Authorities or by a corporation subject to the laws and regulations of the Host
Country at a fixed rate according to the amount of services rendered and which can be specifically
identified, described and itemized;

(b) Customs duiies, including minimum customs duties and domestic consumption taxes, in addition
to any prohibitions and restrictions on items imported and exported by the Regional Office for its
official use, with the understanding that items imported under such exemptions shall not be sold in
the territory of the Host Country except under terms accepted by the Government and after the

fulfillment of custorns procedures for these items according to their condition and value on the date

of their sale, and within statuory canditions;

Customs duties, including minimum customs duties and domestic consumption taxes, in addition

any prohibitions and restrictions on any item relating to the Regional Office's publications,

A8gographs, recorded tapes and videos, CDs, DVDs and mobile storage (USBs) and audio
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- Article 11
Communications

1. The Regional Office shall enjoy, for its official calls and communications in general, treatment not less
tavourable than that accorded by the Host Country to any diplomatic mission in matters including, but
not limited to, establishment and operation, priorities, rates, tariffs and taxes, particularly with regards
to the following forms of communication: mail, telegrams, faxes, satellite telecommunicaiions,
(elephone and electronic communications, and any other communications, as well as rates for
comrnunication through press and radio.

2. The Govemnment shall secure the inviolability of the official communications and correspondence of
the Regional Office, and shall not apply any censorship to such communications and correspondence.
Such invielability shall extend, inter alia, to printed materials, photographs and electronic materials.

3. The Regional Office shall have the right to operate communication equipment, including satellite, to
use encrypied calls, and to dispatch and receive correspondence by couriers or scaled bag pouches that
enjoy the same immunities and privileges accorded to diplomatic couriers and pouches.

Article 12
Participants in United Nations Meetings

1. Representatives of United Nations Member States invited to mestings, seminars, training courses,
conferences, workshops and similar activities organized by the Regional Office and other organizations
subsidiary to the United Nations shall enjoy, while performing their functions, the privileges and
inmunities set out in Article IV of the Convention.

2. In accordance with the relevant principles and practices of the United Nations, and based on this
Agreement, the Government shall respect the complete freedom of expression of all participants in
meelings, seminars, training courses, conferences, workshops and similar activities organized by the
Regional Office and other organizations subsidiary to the United Nations to which the Agreement
epplies. All participants and persons providing services related to these meetings shall enjoy such
privileges, immunities and facilities as are necessary for their participation and for the exercise of their
functions freely. In particular, participants and persons providing services related to the meetings,
seminars, iraining courses, conferences, workshops and similar activities organized by the Regional
Office and other organizations subsidiary to the United Nations shall enjoy immunity from prosecution
in connection with words spoken and acts done relating to these meetings, seminars, training courses,
conferences, workshops and similar activities.

Article I3

Status of the Officials of the Regional Office

L. Witheut prejudice to the provisions of this Agresment, the Representative of the High Commissioner
shail enjoy during his or her residence in the Host Country the privileges, immunities and facilities
granted 1o heads of accredited foreign missions to the Host Country. Furthermore, without prejudice to
the provisions of this Agreement, all Officials assigned to the Office, having the rank of P/L4 or above,
shall be accorded the privileges, immunities and facilities granted to diplomatic staff at missions
accredited to the Host Country. Their names shall be included in the diplomatic [ist.

z. The Representative of the High Commissioner and Officials of the Regional Office belonging to
category P/L4 or above shall also benefit from the following privileges, immunities and facilities:
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(b)

{c}

{9

Immurity from personal arrest or detention and from inspection and seizure of their personal and
official effects and baggage except in case of flagrante delicto; in such cases, the Compstent
Authorities shall immediately inform the Represeniative of the High Commissioner of the arrest,
detention or seizure;

Exemption from taxation on the salaries and other remuneration paid to them by the United
Nations; exerption from taxation on income and property, for themselves and for their spouses
and dependent family members, insofar as such income derives from sources and insofar as such
property is located outside the Host Country;

Exemption from military service duties and national service obligations;

Exemption with respect to themselves, their spouses and dependent family members from
irnmigration restrictions and procedures of registration of foreigners;

The same privileges relating fo exchange facilitation as accorded to staff of comparable rank
forming part of the diplomatic missions accredited in the Host Country;

The same protection and repatriation facilities with respect to themselves, their spouses and
dependsnt family members as are accorded to diplomatic envoys in times of international crisis;
The right to import free of all customs duties, including minimum customs duties, and other levies
thelr furniture, belongings and all household appiances at the time of first taking up their post in
the Host Country; this may be done in one or more shipments ; and thereafter, they are also allowed,
from time to time, to ship necessary additional or replacement furniture and effects;

To import free of customs duties, minimum custom duties and indirect taxes on consumer items, a
limited amount of certain items intended for personal use or consumption, and not for gifts or sale;
To import a vehicle into the Host Country, exempt from custom duties, including minimum custom
duties and indirect taxes on consumer items, including VAT; purchase of vehicles inside Lebanese
territory remains subject to VAT with the right to refund in accordance with the Host Country
regulations applicable to accredited diplomatic representatives and/or resident members of
international organizations. Vehicles that have entered into the Host Country within the framework
of the Agreement may be soid according to terms approved by the Host Country after the payment
of the fees due based on the established rate and according to the value of the car or vehicle at the
time of conceding its ownership.

On the termination of their functions in the Host Country, the Representative of the High
Commissioner and Officials belonging to the category P/L4 or above are permitted to export their
furniture and personal effects, including their vehicles, without taxes and duties.

The privileges, immunities and facilities accorded to officials and referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 of
Article 13 shall also be accorded to spouses and dependent family members of the Officials concerned

Officials working for the Regional Office and belonging to category P/L3 or below shall enjoy the
following privileges and immunities:

(a)

(b)

{c)

Immumity from legal process for any of their words written or spoken or all acts performed by them
relating to their official capacity, such immunity shall continue even after the termination of their
employment with the United Nations;

Imrounity from personal arrest and detention, and from inspection and seizure of their personal
and official effects and baggage except in cases of flagrante delicto; in such cases, the Competent
Authorities shall immediately inform the Representative of the High Commissioner of the arrest,
detention or seizure;
Exemption from taxation on the salaries and other remuneration paid to them by the United
Mations; exemption from taxation on income and property for them and their dependent spouses
and family members in as ruch resources as this income generates and insofar as property is
outside the Host Country;

AFExemption from military service functions and national service duties;
e \ cy, their spouses and dependent family members shall not be subject to special measures to

rict immigration and procedures of registration of foreigners;
ame privileges relating to foreign currency exchange facilitation accorded to staff of a similar

ory working for diplomatic missions accredited in the Host Country;
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{g) The right to import free of all custom duties, including minimum customs duties, and other levies
their furniture, belongings and all househoid appliances when they first assume their functions in
the Host Country if their place of residence was outside the Host Country. This privilege applies
for a maximum period of one year starting from the date of their arrival to Lebanon.

(h) The right to import or acquire in the Host Country a motor vehicle free of customs and excise
duties, including value-added tax, according to the regulations applicable in the Host Country to
diplomatic representatives accredited in the country and/or resident members of interational
organisations. A vehicle imported pursuant to this Agreement may be sold under conditions agreed
with the Host Country.

(i} On the termination of their functions in the Host Country, the Officials of the Regional Cffice
referred to in this paragraph are permitted to export their furniture and personal effects, including
thetr vehicles, without taxes and duties.

_L.":

The Regional Office may recruit personnel from within the Host Country as required. Recruitment shall

be done in accordance with United Nations rules and regulations applicable to recruitment and staff
selection.

Axticle 14

RExperts on Mission

Experts on Mission shall be accorded the facilities, privileges and immunities provided under Articles Vi
and VI of the Convention while exercising the functions or tasks assigned to them by the United Nations or
while travelling to assume these functions or to perform these tasks, and that to the extent to which such
facilities, privileges and immunities are necessary for the proper performance of their work, including:

(2) Tramunity from legal process for words spoken or written and all acts performed by them in their
offictal capacity, and such immunity shall continue to be accorded even after the termination of
their emplioyment by the United Nations.

(b) Tenmunity from personal arrest or detention and from inspection or seizure of their personal and
official effects and baggage except in case of flagrante delicto; in such cases, the Competent
Authorities shall immediately inform the Representative of the High Commissioner of the arrest,
detention or seizure,

{c) Exzemption from taxation on salaries and other emoluments paid to them by the United Nations.

{d} The same privileges relating to foreign currency exchange facilitation accorded to staff of a
comparable rank forming part of the diplomatic missions accredited in the Host Country.

Article 15
Persons Providing Services

The Government shall grant all Persons Providing Services the same privileges and immunities as Officials of
the Regional Office.

Article 16

Persons Recruited Locally and Assigned to Hourly Rates

1. Persons recruited from within the Host Country and assigned to hourly rates to perform services for the
Ry 1 Office Shal‘ be accorded munumty from Iegai process for words spoken or written and all acts

y {he I ciewnt resolutions, decisions, regulauons rules and pohczcs of the compc’tcnt organs
| Nations.
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Arxticle 17
Waiver of Innmunity

The privileges and immunities referred to in articles 13 through 16 are accorded to the relevant OHCHR
Personnel in the interest of the United Nations, and not for their personal benefit. The Secretary-General of the
United Nations shall have the right and the duty to waive the immunity of these persons in any case where, in
the Secretary-General’s opinion, the immunity would impede the course of justice and can be waived without
prepudics to the interests of the United Nations.

Article 18
Freedom of Movement and Access to Relevant Information

1. All persons referred to in this Agreement, including all participants in meetings, including seminars,
training courses, conferences, workshops and similar activities organized by the Regional Office shall
have the right of free and unimpeded entry into, exit from, sojourn and travel in the Host Country.

2. OHCHR Personnel shall enjoy full freedom of moverment in the Host Country. In order to facilitate the
performance of OHCHR activities, the Government shall facilitate access to information when needed.

Article 19

Laissez-Passer, and Visas

J—

The Government shall recognize and accept the United Nations Laissez-Passer issued to OHCHR

Personnel as valid travel documents.

2. Inaccordance with the provisions of Article VII, Section 26, of the Convention, the Government shall
recognize and accept the United Nations Certificates issued by the United Nations to Experts on
Mission and other persons traveling on behalf of the United Nations.

3. All persons referred to in this Agreement shall be accorded all facilities to ensure speedy travel. Visas,

entry and exit permits, when required, shall be granted free of charge and as promptly as possible to

the persons referred to in this Agreement, their dependents, and all persons invited by the Regional
Office in connection with its activities.

Arxticle 20
United Nations Flags and Emblems
The Regional Office shall be entitled to fly or display the United Nations or OHCHR flags and/or emblems on
the Premises of the Regional Office and official vehicles, and to make them visible in any other manner agreed
upon by the Partics.
Axticle 21

Identification Documents

L. At the request of the Representative of the High Commissioner, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Emigrants shall issue OHCHR Personnel the appropriate identity documents certifying their status

under this Agreement and the Convention.

GHCHR Persomnel shall show, but not surrender, their identity documents to any authorized
Government official upon request.
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3. Upen the final departure of the persons referred to in paragraph (1) of this article, or when such persons
are no longer employed by OHCHR, they must promptly return the identity documents referred to in
paragraph (1) of this article to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Emigrants.

Article 22
Social Security

1. The United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund shall erjoy legal capacity in the Host Country, and shail
enjoy the same exemptions, privileges and immunities accorded to the United Nations itself. Benefits
received from the Fund shall be exempt from taxation. '

2. The Parties agree that, owing to the fact that United Nations staff are subject to the United Nations Staff
Regulations and Rules, including article VI thereof, which establishes a comprehensive social security
scheme, the United Mations, the Regional Office and its Officials, irrespective of nationality, shall be
exempt from Host Country laws related to mandatory coverage and compulsory contribution to the
social security scheme of the Host Country during their appointment in the United Nations.

3. The provisions of paragraph 2 of this article shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to dependent family
mernbers of the persons referred to in the same paragraph, unless they are employed or self-employed
m the Host Country or receive social security benefits from the Host Country,

Article 23

Issuamce of Entry Visas and Residence Permits for Household Employees

fa—

The Competent Authorities shall expeditiously issue visas, residence and work permits, where required,
to household workers of the Officials employed by the Regional Office.

Fhe Govemment undertakes to assist Officials, Experts on Mission and Persons Providing Services
assigned to the Regional Office, as far as possible, in obtaining accommodation.

Article 24

Cooperation between the Government and the Office of the Hligh Commissioner for Human Rights

I. Obligations of the Government

(2} The Govemnment undertakes to respect the legal status of OHCHR and OHCHR Personnel, and to
ensure that no one associated or cooperating with OHCHR is subjected to any form of violation,
threat, sanction, reprisal or prosecution,

(b} In all those cases where this Agreement refers to the privileges, immunities and rights enjoyed by
the Regional Office and OHCHR Personnel, as well as to the facilities that the Government
undertakes to grant, the Government shall ensure that Jocal authorities in the Host Counlry shall
respect such privileges, immunities and rights and grant the facilities mentioned.

(c) The Government shall disseminate the Agreement, in particular to national and regional authorities,
inchuding the civil police, security forces and military authorities.

2. Obligations of QHCHR

shall, without prejudice to the privileges and immunities accorded to them, cooperate at
vith the Competent Authorities of the Host Country to facilitate the proper administration

s ensure the adherence to police rules and prevent the occurrence of any abuse in

3ctionito the privileges, immunities, exemptions, facilities, rights and benefits accorded under
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(b} OHCHR Personnel, without prejudice to the privileges and immunities accorded to them, shail
respect the laws of the Host Country and refrain from any action or activity that is not
commensurate with the impartial and international nature of their functions.

{c) The Office shall duly provide the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the Host Country with a list of the
names of the recruited staff members within a reasonable period of time,

Article 25
Liability
1. The Government shall be responsible for dealing with any action, claim or other demand against
JHCHR or OHCHR Personnel arising out of or attributable to the operations of OHCHR, inciuding but
ot limited to any action, claim or other demand arising out of or attributable to the injury to persons or
damage or loss of property in the Premises of the Regional Office.
2. The Government shall indemnify and hold harmiess OHCHR and OHCHR Personnel in respect of any

such actior, claim or other demand referred to above, except where it is agreed by the Parties that such
actions or claims arise from gross negligence of wilful misconduct of such persons.

Article 26
Settlement of Disputes

1. Any dispute that arises between the Parties with respect to the interpretation or application of this
Agreement, or any supplementary agreements, shall be resolved through negotiation or any other
means agreed upon by the Parties, with the exception of disputes subject to dispute settlement
provisions of Section 30 of the Convention or any other applicable agreement.

2. If'it is not possible to resolve a dispute through negotiation or other means agreed upon by the Parties,
the dispute shall be referred to a Tribunal of three arbitrators. Each Party shall appoint one arbitrator;
&nd the two arbitrators shall in turn appoint the third arbitrator, who shall be the Chair of the Tribunal.
if either of the Parties does not appoint its arbitrator within 30 days of the date of the request for
arbitration, or if the two arbitrators do not appeint the third arbitrator within 15 days of the date of their
appoiniment, either party may request the President of the International Court of Justice to appoint the
third arbitrator. The arbitrators shall identify the arbitration procedures, provided that any two
arbitrators constitute a quorum for all purposes, and all decisions shall be taken with the approval of
any two arbitrators. The Parties shall bear the expenses of the arbitration based on the assessment of
the arbitrators, Decisions of the Arbitral Tribunal shail include a statement of the reasons on which it
is based, and these decisions shall be accepted by the Parties as the final adjudication of the dispute
and binding to the Parties.

Article 27
Supplemental Agreements

L. Arrangements of a financial or administrative nature pertaining to the Regional Office may be made
by supplemental agreements, as appropriate.
2. The Parties may enter into any suppiemental agreement as they may deem appropriate.

Article 28

Final Provisions

nt and all subsequent supplementary or amending agreements, shall enter into force on
glexchange of the documents of ratification by the Government with the notice of approval
J/Nations, but they shall come into effect provisionally on the date of their signature.

«-«m. : 10
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2. This Agreement may, at the request of either Party at any time, be amended by written agreement
between the Parties.

3. Matters not explicitly mentioned in the bresent Agreement shall be regulated in conformity with the
Convention and with the consent of both Parties. This Agreement shail remain in force for an indefinite
period. It may be terminated upon mutual agreement of the Parties, in which case the Agreement
remams in force for a period of six months or such farther period necessary to allow conclusion of
operations under it, orderly withdrawal or liquidation of property, funds and assets and resolution of
any disputes in accordance with Article 26, during which period the obligations of the Govemment
shall continue.

4. The present Agresment has been concluded and signed in Geneva and Beirut, on ﬁ-;”’}'\ﬂ.u,g o zand
on i Jung e L1, respectively, in two original copies, in Arabic and English, all texts being
equally authentic. In case of divergent interpretation, the English text shall prevail,

- - .
{/ ! (/(\_, & e Lo [
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\"a-.,d‘ e
For the Lebanese Government
Minister of Roreign Affairs and Emigrants
Abdallah Bouhabib

For the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights
Michelle Bachelet
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